Creating a real return-on-investment for information system implementation: life after HITECH.
In 2010, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) published its final rule describing plans for incentivizing eligible professionals (EPs) and eligible hospitals to become meaningful users of electronic health record (EHR) technology using funds provided by the Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health (HITECH) Act. Beginning in 2011, non-hospital-based EPs can earn monetary benefits for meeting meaningful use criteria through implementation of certified EHR technology. Most anesthesiologists qualify as non-hospital-based EPs under CMS' new hospital-based definition. The authors distill CMS' final rule into its most basic facts and requirements and explain the implications for US anesthesiologists.